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BPS accepts $1.3 million grant

   At the end of the 2017-18 school 
year, the NMSI Foundation grant-
ed Bellevue Public schools a 
$1,392,000 grant with the aim of 
improving student participation in 
AP classes.
  On August 28, eight AP students 
and fi ve AP teachers went to Of-
futt Air Force base to attend the 
celebration of the new partnership 
of Bellevue Public schools and the 
NMSI Foundation. 
   “It was eye opening; I got to see 
all the people that are behind this 
grant, the people that want the stu-
dents to be successful, the people 
that know the students can be do-
ing more right now and that they 
want more progress in the STEM 
fi elds. It was just nice to see and 
hear about all the good things that 
can be done with this grant,” Senior 
Marcos Labrado said. 
  NMSI, (National, Math and Sci-
ence, Initiative) is a program that 
works to prepare students for post-
secondary opportunities.
   “The main goal of the National 
Math and Science initiative is to 
create options for young people in 
the world of math and science. We 
do this through supporting schools 
in increasing the number students 
taking more rigorous AP classes,” 
NMSI representative Will McDow-
ell said. 
    The grant will provide the district 
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with some of the support it needs 
to help integrate the NMSI course 
material into the AP curriculum.
  “We believe with the support of 
this grant, the staff and current AP 
students of East and West Bellevue 
High Schools can engage other stu-
dents who never considered taking 
Advanced Placement classes to 
push themselves to a high level of 
rigor,” McDowell Said.
    AP courses are classes that teach 
a college curriculum, AP teachers 
base their lessons and tests off of a 
college curriculum and grade their 
students accordingly. In AP classes, 
students generally have a larger 
workload. 
   “AP classes show that a student 
is willing to challenge themselves 
with college level work in high 
school is one who deserving of 
advancing opportunities. Students 
who have taken AP can go to col-
lege or into a career prepared to im-
plement the knowledge they have 
gained in more rigorous classes.” 
McDowell said. 
   Bellevue East AP students, were 
required to sign an AP contract 
holding them to their active par-
ticipation in NMSI, and their com-
mitment to attend the Saturday 
classes provided by NMSI. The 
program begins with placing teach-
ers trained in each subject fi eld, 
into classrooms of participating 
schools. They call this process lay-
ing the foundation. 
   “Developed by experienced teach-

ers and content experts, NMSI Lay-
ing the Foundation Program pro-
vides teachers of grades 3-12 with 
the training, support and resources 
they need to drive student achieve-
ment and facilitate their progres-
sion toward advanced coursework 
in high school,” according to the 
NMSI website. 
   During the summer, several Bel-
levue East teachers went out of 
state in order to participate in the 
teacher training courses that NMSI 
provided.

    “The NMSI summer training was 
really benefi cial and I am sure the 
Fall and Spring sessions will be 
equally benefi cial. I have 30 more 
students than I did a year ago and I 
only see that number improving as 
more students begin to see the ben-
efi t of AP courses and as they begin 
to develop the confi dence that they 
can work hard enough to succeed 
in an AP course,” English 11AP in-
structor David Bossman said. 
    NMSI has been involved in many 
schools around the US and has pos-

itively impacted the scores of many 
students. On their website, NMSI 
shows statistics on the effective-
ness of their program including the 
fact that 67 percent of NMSI stu-
dents had qualifying scores on their 
AP exams. 
  “I think having the extra study ses-
sions, with professional teaching 
will probably aid students on the 
testing. The study sessions should 
allow students to get a better under-
standing of topics they don’t under-
stand,” junior Abby Secrist said. 

Le�  to right: Juniors Alexander Boerner, Michael Ermitano,  seniors Mckenzie Mitchell, Lilia 
Kusek, Madison Luderman, Casey Nolte, Marcos Labrado. AP students and teachers went to 
O� ut to celebrate the partnership of BPS and NMSI Foundation on August 28.

New rules serve as academic incentive 
McKayla Vermeer
Co-Editor in Chief

    Administrators at East have added new at-
tendance and grade requirements to attend 
homecoming and prom for the 2018-2019 
school year.
    “Last year some of the administrators no-
ticed that we had some students attend prom 
however they rarely attended school. That 
prompted a discussion about extra curricular 
events and activities and school attendance 
and progress toward graduation.  We thought 
that it was important for students to be en-
gaged in learning and that extra curricular ac-
tivities should be earned,” Dean Mary Trow-
bridge said. 
    One of the new rules for this year has to do 
with whether or not people are able to even 

attend the yearly homecoming dance. In or-
der to go, students cannot have missed more 
than fi ve days of school and need to have a 
certain amount of credits, each pertaining to 
their grade level. Sophomores need 10 cred-
its, juniors need 20, and seniors need 30.
   “It doesn’t bother me because I’m barely 
absent and I try at least to get good grades  
but sometimes people have to miss school so 
it’s sometimes not fair and then people who 
do try in school aren’t always the smartest so 
they may not get good grades a lot,” fresh-
man Jade Jackson said.
    All of the homecoming requirements are 
similar to the prom ones in what is required, 
but because prom is later in the year the spe-
cifi cs are slightly different. To attend prom 
students cannot have missed more than 16 
days of school, and freshman need to have 

5 credits, sophomores need 15, juniors need 
25, and seniors need 35.
    “There are already some requirements set 
by the state activities association for students 
to participate in athletics and activities, so 
it made sense to set some requirements for 
other events.  We want the primary emphasis 
of school to be learning and attendance is one 
of the major factors infl uencing learning,” 
Trowbridge said. 
   These requirements were added in order 
to make homecoming and prom more of a 
reward instead of just an expectation. Some 
students, however, believe that the change is 
unnecessary. 
    “I don’t see why we need to treat home-
coming as a privilege when there are already 
things in place like VIP lunch that are a privi-
lege,” junior Courtney Auclair said.

   By adding these requirements, it restricts 
some students from attending school dances 
like homecoming and prom. Many students 
already choose not to attend, so it can create 
very small numbers of people at these dances. 
  “They [the school administrators] have 
these rules because they want more people 
to attend school and get good grades so they 
can go but half of the people don’t even go,” 
Jackson said.
    Even though the purpose of adding these 
requirements is known and understood by 
most students, some still believe that the 
rules are unnecessary. 
     “School dances are a part of the high school 
experience and they shouldn’t be taking that 
away from people. I just feel like everyone 
should be able to have these experiences with 
their friends,” Auclair said. 

NMSI foundation celebrates with BPS on base

Read about school 
families on page 6
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A foreign exchange student is someone 
that comes from one country to another to 
study. Many different people over the years 
have come to Bellevue East from many dif-
ferent places. 

“The best thing about foreign exchange is 
I have the best host family. They are good 
people and I love them, However it is hard 
to be here alone in high school, to leave 
your country and family. I get homesick and 
food sick a lot. But I think when I go back I 
will miss Nebraska,” Thai exchange student 
Madhurda Thangtaveesin said.  

There are many benefi ts to traveling to 
another country and learning in a different 
ciriculum. While in another country, students 
can get immersed in the culture and pick up 
different languages. 

“They are two very different countries, but 
it’s still hard to explain the differences. Both 
are great in their own way. In the US you 
are way more open to new people though. 
That’s something that personally made my 
fi rst weeks/months in the US way easier than 
I thought they would be,” former Norwegian 
exchange student Tobias Mikkelsen said.

Foreign exchange students leave their 
family back home and move in with a host 
family. Host families are people the exchange 

Beast gives support to exchange students
student lives with while attending high school 
in that country, they help students get settled 
in a new country and feel comfortable. 

“My host family are simply the best. I 
connected with all of them on a very strong 
level that I’m sure will last a lifetime,” Mik-
kelsen said.

When in a new country, all the rules and 
laws of that country apply to the host student. 
They become part of the family they are liv-
ing with and the actions of both parties equal-
ly have strong effects.

“We have had situations where host-fam-
ilies have changed during their placement at 
B.East,” counselor Mike Chudomelka said. 
“If the student doesn’t get along with the 

host-family, dating relationships, legal con-
cerns/breaking the law/tickets have taken 
place for students. These situations jeopar-
dize a continued placement at Bellevue East 
for the student.”

After a year or so, students go back to 
their home country. When they go back, they 
return with new knowledge.

“The people in this school are very nice 
to me and don’t judge me because I’m from 
Germany. They try to help me and talk to me 
like I’m a normal person I like your team 
spirit in your school and love the football 
games.” foreign exchange student Evelyn 
Pysin said.

Madie Ybay 
Features Editor 
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ule revolve around school 
schedules and some of them 
would not be able to change 
their schedules for a later 
school start time. This would 
lead to students having to 
come to school earlier than 
they should or parents hav-
ing to pay for places for their 
children to stay before school 
starts. That would also be a 
problem because some fami-
lies might not have that extra 
money to spend.

Also, they would not have 
time for after school activi-
ties. This would be a problem 
because the later the school 
starts the later it ends, and 
that means sports and other 
after school activities would 
be cut short. Sports like ten-
nis or golf wouldn’t work 

out as after school activities 
because you wouldn’t see 
anything while playing. This 
would lead to students not 
being able to play whatever 
they want and some of them 
would abandon sports all to-
gether.  

Sleep is good for every-
one, especially students and 
a later start would be a good 
idea for students to sleep 
more, but I don’t think that 
is what would happen. Stu-
dents would take that as an 
advantage of sleeping even 
later than they usually do. 
That is because they would 
realize that they don’t have 
to wake up early as usual and 
they would have the men-
tality that they are sleeping 
as much as needed, but that 

OPINION

wouldn’t be the case.
Something that might help 

is just leaving the starting 
time the way it is and making 
sure the times are obeyed. 

Having more punishments 
that would affect the students 
would be a good idea and be-
cause they wouldn’t want to 
be punished, so they would 
avoid being late. 

Alerting parents more and 
awarding those who obey the 
rules would also help the stu-
dents be more motivated to 
come to school early. This 
will help prepare them for 
their adult life and that is 
why I think a later start in 
school wouldn’t work out as 
well as it would be meant to 
work out.

Later start means that 
schools would start at 9 a.m 
to 9:30 a.m. Many people 
say that it can be benefi cial 
to students, but I think it 
would be a bad idea to have 
later start in schools.

  There are pros and cons 
of a later start to school. 
Some of the pros would be: 
students would be able to 
have more sleep time, and 
the numbers of students 
who get late to school would 
minimize. Although all that 
sounds good, I am not sure 
that all of that would work 
out. The cons of later start 
would be: parent schedules 
would change a lotand there 
would not be any time for af-
ter school activities.

Parents’ schedule changes 
would be a problem because 
most of the families sched-
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Schools should never allow later start times

#BeKind is a message that 
started in 2016 when Ralston 
Superintendent Mark Adler’s son 
was lost to suicide. Since then, the 
message has been spread to many 
schools in the Omaha area, includ-
ing the Millard school district and 
then our own Bellevue school 
district. This message promotes an 
overall positive attitude, but in the 
most simple way. We believe that 
this message is one that is long 
overdue and we are glad it made 
its way over to East.

The message, instead of just 
telling people that they should not 
bully others, encourages people 
to simply be nice to one another. 
Spreading a message about kind-
ness allows people - students 
specifi cally - to check their actions 
and think about how they are act-
ing toward their peers and others. 
A lot of times people may not 

think about the consequences of 
their words and actions, this mes-
sage allows people to remember to 
take a step back and think about it. 

While the message originally 
started in Ralston, it has since 
spread to the Millard, Papil-
lion, Bellevue, and many other 
school districts making a total 
of 35 districts that have adopted 
the hashtag in some form. Local 
businesses and churches have also 
picked it up, spreading the mes-
sage past the metro area. 

Keeping this message will 
promote and encourage everyone 
to view life with a more positive 
approach and to be considerate of 
the feelings and wellbeing of their 
peers. Hopefully, these messages 
of maintaining a positive attitude 
and being nice to others will 
spread even farther and continue 
to be a part of the Bellevue school 
district for many more years. 
There are no negatives to creating 
just one more way to be kind. 

East is currently going through 
renovations, and students as well 
as staff are annoyed with the hall-
way traffi c, what area will be next, 
and how the construction crew is 
keeping up with the schedule. The 
changes to the building started dur-
ing the 2017-2018 school year and 
the new HVAC system (air con-
ditioning) will be complete in the 
next school year. The result of the 
construction has been hallways and 
areas of the school closed down, 
inhibiting traffi c in those areas. 

In order to make changes to the 
system, the roof is currently being 
worked on causing noises and dis-
tractions to classes. My opinion on 
this topic is that the construction 
distractions causes confusion, and 
a big mess, and so takes away from 
my learning environment.

The construction around the 
school has also been a problem 
for almost everyone. For example, 
during class students can hear loud 
banging and pounding on the roof., 

and some teachers have had to al-
most shout over the noise to teach. 
The work on the roof causes dis 
gives people a fear  of of some-
thing falling through. Another is-
sue is the closed down sections of 
hallways. Most of the senior and 
freshman commons have been cut 
off, forcing students to take anoth-
er route to their classrooms as well 
as the fact that teachers have had 
to move classrooms and teach in a 
rooms different from their own.

   In my opinion, the construc-
tion should have been done over 
summer or primarily during the 
weekends when students are not 
in the building, but that is a no go 
because the construction would 
not get done in years. Stopping 
the construction overall would be 
causing a lot more problems in the 
future with the constant up and 
down temperatures in the class-
rooms. 

Solutions to this problem 
would be for the construction to 
be worked on overnight or to give 
students a week off, but its some-
thing that probably will never hap-
pen. What I’m trying to get at  is 
that construction has impacted our 
learning environments and has 
forced us to beome accustomed to 
new methods of getting around the 
school, which is not always an easy 
process to go through. Hopefully 
this constuction fi nishes quickly 
so we can have our hallways and 
classrooms back. 

#BeKind Bellevue 
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Tom Tom Staff
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Frustration in halls 
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Immigrant population grows Nebraska through years
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Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teeming shore

United States citizenship process does not come easily;  Applicants can wait years
McKayla Vermeer
Co-Editor in Chief

very strict and most people are not 
eligible to get their lawful perma-
nent residency and get on the path 
to U.S. citizenship for decades, if 
they are ever eligible at all. Right 
now there are also massive back-
logs for those who are eligible and 
apply,” immigration attorney Brian 
Blackford said. 

There different ways to become 
a citizen, and each of the different 
ways comes with its own unique 
process.  These ways include 
through an employer, through fam-
ily, and through an immigration 
trial. 

“There are many ways to be-

For many people trying to be-
come citizens of the United States, 
the process to becoming a citizen 
can be a long one, often taking 
many years. 

“Our immigration laws are 

Recently immigration has once 
again been a hot topic in the United. 
Controversy about about who comes 
into the U.S. for what reason has 
been  of concern in politics off and 
on for decades. Some are concenred 
with how immigrants become assi-
miliated to U.S. culture.

“Assimilation is really defi ned as 
forced cultural change; it requires 
coercion,” University of Lincoln 
Nebraska history professor Dr. John 
Wunder said. 

According to the American Im-
migration Council Some people 
support restricting immigration for 
reasons such as keeping terrorists 
out, taxes low and overall just pro-
tecting already existing Americans. 
Others disagree with immigration 
restriction because they immigrants 
to be with their families, they want 
to help people who are fl eeing from 
dangerous situations, and they want 
to keep America consistently open 
for others. 

The U.S. has had waves of immi-
grants from other countries. There 
was the wave of Africans who were 
taken against their will to America 
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come a citizen of the United States.  
From being granted citizenship 
through Congress [really rare], to 
coming over via work or family 
relationships and even a diversity 
lottery.  The two most common are 
through employment and family 
sponsorship,” former supervisor of 
immigration service offi cer with 
the United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) 
Barbara Ahlm said. 

The fi rst step to becoming a 
citizen is to become a legal per-
manent resident or “green card” 
holder in United States. Only 
certain groups of people are even 

Madie Ybay
Features Editor

from the 17th to 19th century and 
used as slaves. Once freed, there 
was a great migration.

“African Americans were red-
lined into an area in northeast 
Omaha, they were informally not 
allowed to live elsewhere in the city. 
This was true in other American cit-
ies too and the pattern it established 
has proven highly resilient through 
the decades,” University of Omaha 
Nebraska history professor Charles 
Klinetobe said. 

 The biggest wave that came was 
from the 1880’s to the 1920’s. In the 
1880’s is when the Germans, Dan-
ish, Dutch and Scandinavians start-
ed coming to Nebraska.

“The Danish Brotherhood of 
America was founded in Omaha 
in 1882 and their headquarters was 
just added to the National Registry 
of Historic Places,” Klinetobe said.

However America wasn’t always 
the most accepting of everyone who 
sought refuge. For example the Ar-
cadians lived right above present 
day Maine in 1755. Once their al-
liance with Britain fell through and 
they were soon to be under attack, 
they fl ed to America for safety rea-
sons. Violence against immigrants 
has also happened in Omaha.

“There has been repeated vio-
lence against new arrivals in Oma-
ha. A Greek community was at-
tacked by a mob in the Greek Town 
Riot in 1909. The Omaha Lynching 
in 1919 murdered Will Brown and 
resulted in attacks against African 
Americans in North Omaha,” Kli-
netobe said, “in the 1920s the Unit-
ed States saw a resurgence of the Ku 
Klux Klan. The Second Klan was 
opposed to black people, but also 
immigrants.”

Despite the violence, immigra-
tion to the state of Nebraska contin-
ued. 

“In the 1920s alone, more than 
500,000 people moved to Nebras-
ka,” Wunder said.

By the early 20th century all 
peoples, except the Europeans, were 
closed off to America. This was 
when Europeans started moving to 
Nebraska. This sudden increase of 
people changed the population to 
around 30,000 in 1860, to 1,296,000 
in 1920. When people immigrated 
into the Midwest, Nebraska’s his-
tory was also affected by all the 
immigration from other states like 
Kansas. Kansas had infl uenced a 
lot of Nebraska’s religious beliefs 
when Pietists moved to Nebraska 

qualifi ed to apply for residency, and 
that includes, but is not limited to: 
those with close family members 
who can petition for them (family 
based), those granted asylum, those 
who win their immigration trial, 
and those who have an employer 
that can vouch for them (employer 
based). After they attain this status, 
they still have a long process to go 
to get to citizenship. 

“Once someone is a lawful 
permanent resident they then can 
usually apply for U.S. citizenship 
in 5 years (or 3 years if they are 
married to, and living with, a U.S. 
citizen; or 1 year if they are in the 

U.S. military). After they apply, 
they usually have their citizen-
ship interview and test within 6-9 
months in Omaha,” Blackford said. 

After someone becomes a legal 
permanent resident they have to 
fi ll out an application to become 
a citizen. During this process, the 
applicant has to maintain “good 
moral character” which can mean 
anything from having no criminal 
record to paying taxes. Addition-
ally, the applicant must not spend 
time outside of the United States 
during this time.

“For the most part (there are 
always waivers for some things) 

everyone must be of good moral 
character, read, speak and write 
English and swear loyalty to the 
United States,” Ahlm said. 

The process to citizenship can 
take a long time because the United 
States can only accept a certain 
amount of immigrants each year. 
After the quota is met, the rest of 
the applications get backlogged.

“Congress sets the numerical 
number of people allowed to im-
migrate each year at and allocates 
which countries get how many 
visas.  Some countries have more 
applications than others. India, 
China, Mexico, Philippines are 

the 4 countries where visas in all 
categories are over subscribed and 
as a result have long wait times,” 
Ahlm said. 

The hardest part about becom-
ing a citizen for people can be the 
fact that they never know how 
long it will take. For Nigerian born 
Opeyemi Oloyede, the process was 
fairly quick.

 “The process depends on indi-
vidual immigration status. I came 
through a diversity visa lottery. If 
you are living in Nebraska already, 
stay in Nebraska to get it done 
before moving to a bigger state 
because the process takes longer in 

bigger states. Also, you don’t have 
to pay a lawyer a lot of money to 
get it done - you can do it your-
self,” Oloyede said. 

Becoming a citizen can be a 
very important moment in some-
one’s life. For Oloyede, he said that 
day made him feel proud. 

“I feel free. Free to live any-
where in the world. The fi rst thing 
I did was get a job to work for the 
government. I feel proud of my 
accomplishment and having the 
opportunity to vote and serve the 
veterans that have sacrifi ced so 
much,” Oloyede said.

There are many misconceptions 

regarding the whole process of 
becoming acitizen. One misconcep-
tion that some people have is that 
the process is easy and undocu-
mented immigrants just need to 
wait their turn. 

“There is no ‘line for most im-
migrants’ or the ‘line’ is decades 
long due to immigration quotas 
that have not been updated since 
1965. Only those married to U.S. 
citizens, who have children who are 
at least 21 and are U.S. citizens, or 
are under 21 and have parent who 
is a U.S. citizen do not have to wait 
for a visa … [others] have decades 
long wait,” Blackford said. 

from Kansas.
“During the First World War, 

European immigration was largely 
closed down as the Atlantic became 
too dangerous for the journey,” Kli-
netobe said, “this is the start of the 
Great Migration. Between 1910 and 
1920, Omaha’s black population 
more than doubled.”

After World War II, the opening 
of immigration to the United States 
really started to rise. The fi rst step 
in the United Nations was deciding 
what defi ned “displaced persons” 
since the borders had fl uctuated in 
the war. They allowed these “dis-
placed persons” to seek refuge in 
many places including the United 
States. Inside of the United States 
the Truman Directive opened up the 
fl oodgates of immigration in 1945. 
It stated that anyone from Europe 
could come to America but required 
“common decency and fundamental 
comradeship of all human beings.” 

The situation of displaced people 
had suddenly gotten more intense. 
People were now at risk to being 
forced into countries behind the iron 
curtain. Congress passed the Dis-
placed Persons Act in 1948. Within 
this act, America allowed 200,000 
Europeans into America and two 

years later they doubled that num-
ber. Many other world events have 
affected immigration laws. For ex-
ample in 1953, Congress allowed 
refugees from communist countries 
to fl ee to America under special ad-
missions channels.

“Immigration today follows the 
same basic pattern as it has for the 
past century,” Klinetobe said, “the 
modern distinction between legal 
and illegal didn’t really exist dur-
ing the peak years of American im-
migration. The American door was 
open.” 

Now America is helping refugees 
in terrorist countries. In the twenti-
eth century on average, the US re-
ceives about 100,000 refugees per 
year. Immigration has a huge impact 
on Nebraska, specifi cally. Within  
the past couple of years, Nebraska’s 
immigrant population has made up 
around 7 percent of the total popula-
tion. 

“Immigration is central to Oma-
ha’s history. The city is simply not 
possible without it. Omaha’s his-
toric major industries, the railroads 
the packing plants, are immigrant 
industries,” Klinetobe said.
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Having parents at school has benefi ts
Leaving for school and work in the morn-

ing, children and parents often don’t spend 
much time together.  But for some students 
at East, they have parents who work in the 
building. The parents feel that it is benefi cial 
to have that connection and to be in the same 
vicinity throughout the day, however, the stu-
dents don’t see much of a benefi t.

“Riley has always wanted to be a Chief-
tain, so it was a pretty easy decision to en-
roll her here,” Assistant Principal Susan 
Jensen said. “I really wanted her to attend 
East because I know how hard our teachers 
and coaches work with our students. East 
provides every opportunity for kids to be 
successful and that’s all I want for my own 
daughter.”

According to counselor Michael Chudo-
melka, it makes it easier on a daily basis to 
help out his son, junior Tyus Chudomelka, 
and the family as a whole since the children 
would have been enrolled into Omaha Public 
Schools (OPS).

“If my kids were home from school, we 
didn’t have any relatives that could watch my 
kids while my wife and I worked,” Chudo-
melka said. “Enrolling my kids in Bellevue 
Public Schools made sense, when they were 
not in school, I could be with them most of 
the time because I would not be at work ei-
ther, our school calendar was the same.”

The parents feel that the biggest benefi t 
from this experience is convenience. Ac-
cording to Jensen, it makes work easier hav-
ing her daughter enrolled into the school she 
works at. Not only for the Jensen, but also for 

her daughter.
 “The biggest benefi t I see of Riley at-

tending the school where I work is the con-
venience factor. I am in the building if she 
needs anything and I can fi nd her if I need 
to,” Jensen said. “I also get to see her more 
often than I did when she was in elementary 
and middle school since we are in the same 
building. However, Riley probably would 
say the cons for her are that her teachers all 
know me and she takes a little bit of good 
natured teasing because of that.”

According to the students, having school 
faculty as parents can be slightly concerning 
because of the possible treatment the student 
could receive from others or the staff.

“Most of the time I forget about it,” fresh-
man Riley Jensen said, “but sometimes I 
would rather people not know my mom 
works at the school because I don’t want 
people to treat me differently or that I am be-
ing treated differently.”

When it comes to school or sports, the fear 
of other people, students or staff, getting the 
wrong idea isn’t a benefi t the students with 
parents that work at East might consider. 
However, the parents believe there is a big-
ger benefi t than the students realize.

“It has been nice to see him a bit more than 
most parents would see their kids. I know 
that my wife probably believes that time has 
fl own by as our kids have aged, seeing them 
in school most of the time slows that down 
a bit,” Chudomelka said. “I am sure that my 
son enjoys the fact that I keep snacks in my 
offi ce for him when he is hungry; that I some-
times have money for him when he needs it; 
that he can get a pencil or pen from me when 
he needs it; that he knew many of the teach-
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ers of [Bellevue] East before he ever attended 
as a freshman; that he can use the microwave 
in the counseling offi ce, there are probably 
more benefi ts.”

According to the parents, there is more 
comfort having children as students. Know-
ing the staff and students in the building and 
sending the student to school everyday brings 
a sense of relief.

“I enjoy knowing that teachers probably 
keep an extra eye out for him; that teachers 
will let me know when I need to know some-
thing about him and class; I enjoy know-
ing who his friends are and how they are at 

Hailey Hendry
Co-Editor in Chief 

Caption

B.East.  My guess is that he probably gets the 
benefi t of the doubt on some things because 
he is the son of a B.East teacher. I don’t know 
this for sure, but there is probably a higher 
level of trust for him,” Chudomelka said. 

Riley and Susan Jensen         Ty and Mike Chudomelka



Varsity Volleyball recieves all academic award

Girls varsity volleyball received an All-
Academic Award  from the American Vol-
leyball Coaches Association for having an 
average GPA of a 5.1 on a 5.0 scale for the 
team.

“It was awesome [to receive the award],” 
senior Ellie Foral said. “A really proud team 
and to know that there are people in the ath-
letic community who also respect that and 
realize how diffi cult it is to be strong aca-
demically while you’re strong athletically.”

The AVCA Award was initiated in the 
1992-1993 academic year, which honors 
collegiate and high school volleyball teams, 
sand, indoor, male and female, that demon-
strated academic excellence in their classes 
during that school year.

“In order to be qualifi ed for the award, 
the team must maintain at least a 3.39 cu-
mulative team grade-point average on a 4.0 

TOM TOM
September 28, 2018 SPORTS PAGE 7

Bellevue East High School

Brooklyn Anderson
News Editor

scale,” varsity coach Courtney Smeby said. 
“Meeting the award standards, as well as 
receiving it, is an accomplishment in which 
the team, the coaches, the parents, and the 
dedicated staff of Bellevue East should be 
extremely proud of.”

For the 2017-2018 school year, the AVCA 
announced that 976 teams, including Bellev-
ue East, earned the AVCA Team Academic 
Award. The amount of teams broke records 
for being set at an all-time high, meaning 
that previous years had a certain amount of 
teams that were less than 976 accepting this 
award. 

“Members of the Bellevue East Volley-
ball Program must recognize that their initial 
purpose in attending school is to achieve an 
education fi rst,” Smeby said. “Participating 
in volleyball is secondary.”

The Varsity team got nominated at the end 
of the 2017-2018 school year and passed all 
award guidelines. These guidelines included 
the required individuals fi nal GPAs from 

Cam Smith
Reporter

It’s a warm August evening as people 
are fi ling into the Bellevue West Stadium. 
The annual East vs West game is about to 
kick off. Students, teachers, and families are 
dressed from head to toe in white and black. 
The players are mentally preparing them-
selves for the game of the year. The music 
and cheering fi lls the air, each team is hope-
ful. Everyone is excited, each for a different 
reasons.

“Football gives you tools to live a better 
life whether you win or lose,” head varsity 
football coach Nathan Liess said. “Nobody 
loves football or winning more than me, but 
at the end of the day it’s a game and a part 
of the educational system because you can 
learn from the experiences it gives you.” 

East football team has several coaches 
over the past 4 years. On February 1, Liess 
came from Raymond Central and signed his 
papers. Training for the team started right as 
school got out for summer vacation. 

“His coaching style has been a lot more 
aggressive,” senior Maximus Wold. “Our 
team has been more tougher and stronger 
from last year.”

The progress for V\varsity football has 
been a slow progress and is still working to 
complete a whole game together. Liess and 
his staff is doing the best they can to provide 
the best opportunities for the players.

“We have a lot of work to do to make East 

Team supports new varsity head coach
Football competitive,” Liess said. “It can be 
done but it won’t be a quick or easy process. 
We have good kids who work hard but we 
will need more of them to help make the im-
provements we want.”

The East Vs. West is the annual hype 
game of the year. The fi nal score was 6-81; 
it was a tough game to play and watch but, 
East supporters were still proud of the prog-
ress the team has made. The loss against 
West didn’t intimidate Liess at all. 

“A loss is temporary in sports and the fi -
nal score really doesn’t matter,” Liess said. 
“Lose by 1 or lose by 80, it’s still just one 
loss.”

As the team went on the fi eld that eve-
ning, Liess noticed the players had an addi-
tion to their uniform. On their cleats, there 
was tape that read “#TeamCalvin” for his 
son that was born prematurely in February. 
There is a Facebook page for Calvin to in-
form people on his current state.

“I took the kids putting that on their shoes 
as a way to support my sons fi ght for his life 
everyday and how I ask them to fi ght every-
day on the football fi eld to get better,” Liess 
said.  

Liess took this move by the players very 
personal. He expressed his pride in his play-
ers for taking away a lesson he learned and 
applying it on the fi eld. He showed no shame 
in losing this year. 

“Failure is part of life but it’s never fi nal,” 
Liess said in a Facebook post. “Life isn’t fair 
and won’t always go as planned.”

both semesters and fi nal cumulative GPA at 
the end of the year as well as the teams cu-
mulative GPA. 

“This award is very important to me,” 
Smeby said. “My personal coaching phi-
losophy has always been that the person is 
always more important than the player.”

Keeping up the grades for classes while 
being athletic is not the easiest thing to do, 
especially in high school. The balance be-
tween school and varsity sports is very im-
portant to make sure one doesn’t override the 
other. 

“Balancing and having those conversa-
tions with my coach were a big thing,” Foral 
said. “Some of the off season stuff I couldn’t 
get to because my grades were a priority at 
that point and even during the season.”

In order to keep the sports and grades 
from overriding each other, there are ways 
a student can keep that balance in control. 
a few ways to keep that balance would be 
managing time, staying motivated, and talk-

ing to coaches are only a few ways out of 
many other ways to have that control of 
school classes and varsity sports.

“I have focused on teaching our athletes 
that my door is always open,” Smeby said. 
“If they have any concerns regarding their 
academic performance, not only will I help 
them, but also fi nd the right avenue to ensure 
their success.”

Bellevue East Football competes once again in the annual Bellevue East versus Bellevue 
West football game Aug. 31. Late in the fourth quarter Bellevue East scored a touch down 
against their opponents. Photo by Brooklyn Anderson

 “A really proud team and to 
know that there are people in 
the athletic community who 
also respect that and realize 

how diffi cult it is to be strong 
acedemically while you’re 
strong athletically,” senior 

Ellie Foral said.



Ybay reviews: ‘Crazy Rich Asians’ accurately 
portrays culture, family in romantic comedy

ENTERTAINMENT TOM TOM
September 28, 2018

Hidden in the most unlikely of places 
comes a fi rst for Nebraska -  Felius, a cat 
cafe. Felius opened its doors on Sept. 18 
of this year in Omaha and is home to both 
a coffee shop and four adorable cats. The 
twist, though, is that all the cats housed 
there can be adopted and all the proceeds 
from paying to hang out with the cats goes 
to taking care of the cats staying there. 

While I was driving to try and fi nd this 
cat cafe, I was instantly struck by the idea 
that there was no way it could be anywhere 
near where I was and that I was certainly 
lost. Then I saw it. Painted on the side of the 
building there is a giant mural of a cat, and 
although it was a telltale sign of me being in 
the right place, the cat’s face was very stern 
and not very welcoming. Honestly, I was a 
little bit scared. Nevertheless, I decided to 
go on in. 

When I fi rst walked into the building, I 
was a little shocked by how small it was. 
I guess I just expected something bigger, 
but it was not bad. The part you enter the 
building in is the main cafe area where they 
sell a variety of coffee and tea drinks, and 
it has a large window showing right into 
the cat room. In order to gain access into 
the cat area, you have to pay according to 
their rates and make sure you have an adult 
with you. We ended up paying $7.50 each 
for a half an hour session and it was plenty 
enough time to pet and play with all the cats. 
I also bought an iced coffee which I would 
recommend to people that enjoy strong cof-
fee. 

Each person is required to wash their 
hands before and after entering the cat area 
to ensure the safety and health of the cats. 
After doing that, I walked inside and was in-
stantly just overwhelmed by the sheer cute-
ness. The cats were barely older than kittens 
and were all super friendly and okay with 
being held. The best part was probably all 
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the toys they had provided in there as I think 
it was just as much fun for the cats and the 
people involved. 

Overall, I would recommend Felius to 
anybody that considers themselves a cat lov-
er, and I think it would be a great place to in-
troduce non-cat people to cats as all the cats 
there were super friendly and sweet. It was 
also just a super bright and positive environ-
ment and I can defi nitely see myself making 
this a place I will regularly make my friends 
go to with me. I would like to give discretion 
to all cat lovers though, as the cats there are 
all adoptable so you might be coming home 
with one, or two, or four more cats after vis-
iting. I give Felius 5 out of 5 stars and I will 
defi nitely be visiting again soon. 

Illustration by Zayda Birkel

defi nitely be visiting again soon. 

Illustration by Zayda Birkel

 So this movie made me cry at least about 
8 times. “Crazy Rich Asians” is a movie di-
rected by John Chu about a woman named 
Rachel Chu played by Constance Wu and 
her boyfriend Nick Young played by Henry 
Golding. Nick is, you guessed it, a crazy 
rich Asian. He takes Rachel back home to 
Singapore to meet his family for the fi rst 
time. Rachel does not know what she’s get-
ting herself into and trouble ensues for the 
poor couple. There were so many emotions 
that this movie put me through. I loved ev-
ery second of it. 

Rachel Chu is an Asian-American wom-
an who works as an economics professor. 
She is unknowingly dating the most eligible 
bachelor in Singapore, who just happens to 
be insanely wealthy. Rachel and Nick fl y 
back for Nick’s best friend’s wedding and 
she meets Nick’s family with little to no 
preparation, which is a big issue. Anyone 
who ever meets an Asian family should at 
least be prepared with names and faces. 

In this movie, however, we never meet 
Nick’s father.  We do get the privilege to 
meet his kind-hearted cousin, Astrid, in-

credibly supportive cousin, Oliver, and the 
wicked witch of the east, Eleanor Young, 

Madie  Ybay
Features Editor

Flannel fall fashion fad
The sadness of hanging up tank tops and 

shorts and getting out jackets and boots over-
whelms you. Stores putting out warm and 
cozy autumn clothes. Just like the seasons, 
fashion changes.

“We are bringing our more fall outfi ts out 
to put on the racks so people have a wide 
range of what clothing they would want to 
buy during this fall season,” Old Navy man-
ager Denise Way said. 

Popular fall colors focus more on warm 
tones. These tones include oranges, greens, 
and browns which fi t in with the mood of the 
fall season.

“Some of my favorite colors to wear in 
the fall would be olive green, nudes, browns, 
maroon and yellow tones. I like wearing 
those colors because they go perfect with the 
season and are more darker,” Omaha South 
junior Julissa Lopez said. 

Many people like to cover themselves 
during the fall and others like to show a little 
skin.

“My favorite fall clothing choices are 
jeans, off-the-shoulder shirts, converse, san-
dals, long sleeve shirts and denim skirts,” 
sophomore Caylee Anderson said.

Besides paying attention to what’s in 
stores, some people watch YouTube videos 
or read blogs on how to piece outfi ts togeth-
er.

“Someone who inspires me would be 
Koleen Diaz, she inspires me because her 
style is so put together and I love how she 
changes it up all the time,” Lopez said.

Old Navy lures their teenage customers 
in by setting popular clothes out that they’ll 
love and wear during the fall season.

“Flannels are coming back and so is vel-
vet, but its coming back in trend and so are 
the jeans that the teenagers call boyfriend or 
what they call mom jeans,” Way said. 

You can pair up many choices and it’ll 
still be wearable and trendy. “What I love 
about fall fashion is the new trends that 
come every year and I also like the diversity 
of what other people believe is fall fashion 
and what I believe is fall fashion,” Anderson 
said.

Felius, fi rst cat cafe 
opens in Omaha

better known as Nick’s mother. With Rachel 
just having her mother back in America, she 
is nowhere ready to face the wrath that are 
wealthy Asians. 

I absolutely loved this movie. The Asian 
representation was amazing. It was so spec-
tacular. The whole cast was Asian, besides 
the few white British male cameos in the 
beginning fl ashback. Instead of those few 
Asian movies that Hollywood wanted to 
make that were just actually white people 
playing Asians, we had actual Asians. There 
was representation, which was really accu-
rate to say the least. Even in the scenes that 
had been set inside of a house, none of the 
characters were wearing shoes because they 
left them at the door, which is such a small 
detail, but it made my little Asian heart so 
happy. 

Nick’s family was portrayed in such a 
way that, in my personal experience, feels 
sadly accurate, which is why I fell more in 
love with this movie. I could easily pinpoint 
the good and bad characters that I can relate 
to the people I know. I know some Asian la-
dies that all they do is gossip, I know Asians 
who refuse to let someone in their family if 
they would besmirch their reputation at all. 

Call it old fashioned, but some Asian fam-
ilies are still like that. Even in the movie they 
call out how the Youngs are, yes, incredibly 
rich and can buy anything they want, but are 
still really stingy. And once again, in my ex-
perience, accurate. 

The movie shamelessly talks about the 
parts that aren’t really pretty about Asian 
families. They also show the sense of fam-
ily that is there, the sacrifi ces that they do 
for their loved ones. They also portray the 
openly loving ones that exist with Rachel, 
her mother, and Astrid. I think that the rep-
resentation was spectacular and everything 
that my Asian self needed. 

I highly recommend this movie, it was 
funny and romantic, and now it really feels 
like this movie was made for me. I am such 
a huge sucker for romantic movies and com-
edies.  If you’re also into those things, I think 
you should watch it. If you’re Asian, trust me 
you will connect your family to characters 
on the big screen. It made me feel great that 
I was correctly represented. If you’re also 
looking for a movie to watch just for the fun 
of,  it’s this one. Hands down. It’s a solid 
4.5 out of 5 from me. “Crazy Rich Asians” 
played with my emotions in all the best ways. 

Cats like this orange tabby are available for 
adoption at Felius.  Photo by Cora Bennett

McKayla Vermeer
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McKenzie Gandy
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